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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claim 1 -26, 28-40, drawn to a short film generation/reproduction apparatus for 
generating video using at least one still picture and reproducing said video, comprising: 
a database unit operable to store at least one still picture, a picture feature indicating a 
feature of said at least one still picture, a style indicating an outline of the video to be 
generated, a style feature indicating a feature of said style, music, and a musical feature 
indicating a feature of said music; a selection unit operable to select one of the following 
elements to be used when generating the video: said at least one still picture; the music; 
and the style; a feature reading unit operable to read out, from the database unit, the 
feature corresponding to the element selected by the selection unit, the feature being 
one of the picture feature, the musical feature, and the style feature; a feature 
conversion unit operable to convert the feature read out by the feature reading unit into 
the other features; a determination unit operable to determine the elements to be used 
to generate the video other than the element selected by the selection unit, based on 
said other features converted by the feature conversion unit; and a scenario generation 
unit operable to generate a scenario of the video, based on the element selected by the 
selection unit and the other elements determined by the determination unit. 

II. Claim 27, drawn to short film generation/reproduction apparatus for generating 
video using at least one still picture and reproducing said video, comprising: an 
operation unit operable to operate the short film generation/reproduction apparatus and 
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a display device for displaying the video, the display device being connected to said 
short film generation/reproduction apparatus; and a short film reproduction unit operable 
to modulate a signal obtained by reproducing the video into an RF signal so as to output 
said RF signal, and start reproducing the video when a predetermined button is pressed 
down, the button being included in the operation unit and being assigned the RF signal. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Invention I and II is distinct each from the other. Invention I is a 
generation/reproduction apparatus comprising: a database unit operable to store still 
picture data while invention II is a short film reproduction unit operable to modulate a 
signal by obtained by reproduction the video into an RF signal. 

Therefore because these invention are independent or distinct for the reasons 
given above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their differences, 
restriction for examination purpose as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traverse (37 CFR 1. 143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL TEKLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1117. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 
Every other Friday.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 4,91 7 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

/Daniel Tekle/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



